Making music from birdsong KS2    
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We are going to make music that is inspired by the birds we can see and hear all around us at this time of year. If you take some time while you are outside to really watch and listen you will spot so many beautiful birds. Stand still for a while and just listen to the amazing selection of different songs all the birds sing.

Lots of composers have created music inspired by birdsong.
Here are just a few examples for you to listen to:

Vaughan Williams - The Lark Ascending. https://youtu.be/ZR2JlDnT2l8 
Respighi - The Birds https://youtu.be/0YJ55DWCc-s 
Jonathan Harvey: Bird Concerto with Pianosong -https://youtu.be/ 
yPdcBxDmJIg 
Messiaen: La merle noir https://youtu.be/IhEHsGrRfyY 
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Prokofiev - Peter and the Wolf https://dai.ly/xmbg64 
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Delius- on hearing the first cuckoo in Spring https://youtu.be/BBzcyOzoLBk 
Mozart - The Magic Flute https://youtu.be/NtEPIwzEKUI 
Rameau - The call of the birds https://youtu.be/n8aEsg_whLE 
The fun film below also shows how actual birdsong can be used to bring music to life! https://youtu.be/IMXD4h5w8D8 
You are going to use sounds from birdsong to create a rhythm grid which you and perhaps other people in your household can perform together. You might also like to try recording this on an app such as garageband or band lab where you can create funky loops which you can speak over and record your voice too! Don’t be afraid to experiment.
Choose a selection of words which you think reflect some of the sounds you have observed the birds making e.g. cooo…. Caw….. chiff…. Cheekee….twit….twoo
Experimemt with saying the words over a four beat pulse and choose a beat where you would like to place each of the wprds you have chosen. Give each word a line in your rhythm grid and start with one peron (or your recording) repeating that one line. Graduyally add in the other liunes until you end up with as many as you have chosen to create a full rhythm grid.
Here is an example:
	Beat
	1
	2
	3
	4

	First bird 
	cooooooooooo
	oooooooooo
	ooooooooo
	ooooooooo

	Second bird 
	
	caw
	
	caw

	Third bird
	cheekee
	
	cheekee
	

	Fourth bird
	
	twit
	twoo
	



Can you work out what your music would look like if you used staff musical notation to write it down?
In the example above if each box is one beat you can see how many sounds have to fit across the beat. The first sound lasts for the whole four beats and is a long note called a semi breve. It looks like this  0
The second bird has just one sound on beat two and beat four. These sounds are crotchets and look like this  ♩
The cheekee jas two syllables so we have to fit two sounds on one beat, meaning they are each worth half a beat. They are quavers and look like this ♫
The twit and the twoo are also crotchets ♩
Have a go and see what you can compose!
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